
ST JOSEPH, GREENOCK 
Sunday 7 August 2022:19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9 

That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, 
once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in, 

they would joyfully take courage. 
This was the expectation of your people, 
the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies; 

for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes 
you made us glorious by calling us to you. 
The devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret 

and this divine pact they struck with one accord: 
that the saints would share the same blessings and dangers alike; 

and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the fathers. 

Responsive Psalm: Psalm 32(33):1,12,18-20,22 

Happy are the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 

  for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 
  the people he has chosen as his own. 

Happy are the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 
The Lord looks on those who revere him, 

  on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
  to keep them alive in famine. 

Happy are the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 

  The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
  as we place all our hope in you. 

Happy are the people the Lord has chosen as his own. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 

Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence 
of the realities that at present remain unseen. It was for faith that our 

ancestors were commended. 
  It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that 

was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set out 
without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in 
the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a strange country, with Isaac and 

Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. They lived there in tents 
while he looked forward to a city founded, designed and built by God. 

  It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made 

able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made the promise 
would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one 



who was already as good as dead himself, more descendants than could be 
counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

  All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been 
promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed them, 

recognising that they were only strangers and nomads on earth. People who 
use such terms about themselves make it quite plain that they are in search 
of their real homeland. They can hardly have meant the country they came 

from, since they had the opportunity to go back to it; but in fact they were 
longing for a better homeland, their heavenly homeland. That is why God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, since he has founded the city for them. 

  It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He 
offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises had been made to 

him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried 
on. He was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and so, 
figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac from the dead. 

Gospel: Luke 12:32-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for it has 
pleased your Father to give you the kingdom. 

  ‘Sell your possessions and give alms. Get yourselves purses that do not 

wear out, treasure that will not fail you, in heaven where no thief can reach it 
and no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also. 
  ‘See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like men 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the 

door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants whom the master 
finds awake when he comes. I tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit 
them down at table and wait on them. It may be in the second watch he comes, 

or in the third, but happy those servants if he finds them ready. You may be 
quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what hour the burglar 

would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his 
house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.’ 

  Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’ The 
Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise enough for the 

master to place him over his household to give them their allowance of food 
at the proper time? Happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds him at this 
employment. I tell you truly, he will place him over everything he owns. But 

as for the servant who says to himself, “My master is taking his time coming,” 
and sets about beating the menservants and the maids, and eating and 
drinking and getting drunk, his master will come on a day he does not expect 

and at an hour he does not know. The master will cut him off and send him 
to the same fate as the unfaithful. 

  The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even started 
to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of the lash. The one 
who did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what he has done, will receive 

fewer strokes. When a man has had a great deal given him, a great deal will 
be demanded of him; when a man has had a great deal given him on trust, 
even more will be expected of him.’ 

Liturgical Calendar:  
Monday 8: St Dominic – Memorial 



Tuesday 9: St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross – Feast 
Wednesday 10: St Lawrence – Feast 

Thursday 11: St Clare – Memorial 
Sunday 14: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Solemnity 

(transferred from Monday 15th) 
 

Solemnity of the Assumption  

The Solemnity of Assumption has been transferred to Sunday 14th August 
from its usual 15th August date. 
Vigil in honour of Our Lady of Fatima at Christ the King, Howwood 

Vigil in honour of Our Lady of Fatima at Christ the King, Howwood, on 
Friday 12th August. As usual, facilities open from 7pm, Rosary at 7.30, 

Mass, followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. 
Refreshments served in hall afterwards. All welcome! 
Cenacolo Prayer Group.  

The group is part of many groups throughout the world that meet to pray for 
those who suffer from addiction to drugs or alcohol. The Cenacolo 

Communities throughout Europe were founded by an Italian Sister Elvera to 
help the young people she saw in distress from drugs. A local prayer group 
meets every First and Third Tuesday of the month in St Mary’s Greenock at 

7 p.m.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 16th August at 7 p.m. All are 
welcome to pray with the group. 
March for Life UK 2022  

Join Bishop John on his coach to London for March for Life UK 2022. 
Departing midnight Friday 2 September from Paisley St Mirin's Cathedral 

with a pickup 12.30am at Glasgow St. Andrew's Cathedral and 2.00am at 
Gretna. Arrive in London 7.30am Saturday 3 September for the Exhibition, 
Mass, talks and stall. Depart Saturday 3 September at approx. 6:00pm, 

dropping off at Gretna, Glasgow and Paisley. £30pp. We will be there to say 
there have been 10 Million too many abortions in the UK since the Abortion 
Act; too many lost lives and too many hurt women. For tickets please 

register https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/march-for-life-uk-2022-london-
saturday-3-september-tickets-395988230457 

Diocesan Day for Children’s Liturgy Groups- Saturday 20th August 

The Diocesan Liturgy Commission will host a day aimed at supporting 

Children Liturgy groups in our parishes. The day starts with tea and 

registration at 11.15am, followed by talks from 11.30am onwards. The day 

will end at 2.30pm. There will be a series of talks on family engagement, the 

experience of a parish group, a look at resources, and information on 

safeguarding.  

Lunch will be provided. If you have any food allergies or intolerances, please 

bring your own packed lunch.  All welcome to attend. 

National Youth Pilgrimage 

Join young people from across Scotland, along with Priests and Bishops, for 

this one day pilgrimage. - Saturday 24th September - Dunkeld, 
Perthshire:   
Where ? Dunkeld, Perthshire 

What happens? Walks to Holy Sites, talks, prayer, ending with Mass at St. 
Mary's, Pitlochry 
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Getting there: Take the Diocesan Bus from St. John's Port Glasgow at 
8.30am and then picking up at S.Mirin's, Paisley at 9.00am (return to 

6,00pm approximately) 
What to bring? Packed lunch, waterproof jacket & consent form. 

Who can come? Secondary school pupils 
How to book? E-Mail Fr. John Morrison at vocations@rcdop.org.uk. 
Consent forms can be obtained from Parish Priests/School Chaplain 

Young Adults (18-30)  
The diocese has organised a series of talks on the Divine Praises. The next 
talk of the series will be on the ‘Holy Spirit’ by Father Jamie McMorrin. This 

will take place on Wednesday 31st August at 7pm in St Mirin’s Cathedral 
and will be followed by Benediction and an opportunity to socialise over 

drinks.   
Think Vocation  
“Happy those servants whom the Master finds awake when he comes.” Is the 

Master perhaps calling you to serve his people as a priest, religious or 
deacon? Speak to our Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr. John Morrison 

01418895056 or email: vocations@rcdop.org.uk  
Safeguarding Training – PART TWO – Church Volunteers 
There will be a Part Two training session taking place on; 

Saturday 10th September at 10.30oam in St. Mirin’s Cathedral Hall, 
Paisley  
Safeguarding Part Two Training session, is for volunteers who have 

previously attended Safeguarding Training Part One, or Safeguarding 
Training Level One, more than eighteen months ago. If you would like to 

attend  one of these training sessions please contact SarahJane Colhoun 
on 0141 847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 
Safeguarding Training – PART ONE – Church Volunteers 

There will be a Part One training session taking place on:  
Tuesday 13th September at 7pm in the Diocesan Offices, Incle Street, 
Paisley, PA1 1HR  

As part of the safe recruitment procedures for the Catholic Church in 
Scotland, new volunteers undertaking regulated work should complete an 

application form for their role, apply to become a member of the PVG 
scheme and attend Safeguarding Part One Training.  If you would like to 
attend one of these sessions please contact SarahJane Colhoun on 0141 

847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 
Financial Resilience and Cost of Living Advice Surgery 

Cllr. Paul O’Kane MSP is inviting clergy to St. Mirin’s Hall, Wed 24 August 
from 11.00am to 1.00pm to discuss the cost of living challenges facing our 
communities.  Representatives from the Citizens Advice Bureau, 

Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire Councils will be attending to answer 
any questions you have and share some literature.  If you are attending 
could you confirm with Angela.dulley@parliament.scot  

Marriage Counselling Service 
Please note that the updated telephone number for the marriage counselling 

service in our Diocese is now:  07706 063936  
Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages 
Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with 

each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each other? 
Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to 

support couples who have difficulties in their marriage. It brings a positive 
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focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of 
thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved their 

marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps 
spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally 

brought them together. It helps them through difficult times whether they are 
disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For 
confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next 

programme commencing with a Virtual weekend on 13 - 16 October 2022 or 
a Face to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 24 - 26 February 2023, 
call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 

retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
Playlist for Life.   

Promoting the use of personal music for those living with Dementia. This 
can be a lifeline and can make living with Dementia easier and happier. 
They are currently building a network of Playlist for Life Help Points in the 

Renfrewshire community. If you are interested in free resources that might 
benefit those living with Dementia and/or their family/carers? By signing up 

they will send out the pack of resources and also offer places on their 
free eLearning.  To find out more  -https://www.playlistforlife.org.uk/apply-
help-point/ 

National Pilgrimage to Carfin – Sunday 25th September 2022 
Normally we have the National Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes at Carfin on the First Sunday in September and clergy and faithful 

from across Scotland and beyond have participated. It is always therefore a 
Day of Celebration of our Catholic Faith as we gather to worship God and 

pray for the needs of the Church and the World. We seek also the 
intercession of Our Mother Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes, and our National 
Saints whom we honour at our Pilgrimage Mass and in our Devotions.  

This is a very special year though and the National Pilgrimage has been 
moved to the last Sunday in September, Sunday 25th. It is a special year as 
its marks the Centenary of the Grotto and that in itself is reason enough to 

encourage a strong and wide participation in the Pilgrimage. Sunday, 
September 25th, will be very special as the Relics of St Bernadette will be 

with us at Carfin that day and will remain there throughout the rest of that 
week. It has been decided therefore to have the Pilgrimage on Sunday 25th 
and to invite yourselves and your parishioners to participate. 

Holy Mass in Honour of Our Lady of Lourdes and St Bernadette, and in 
Thanksgiving for the 100 Years of the Grotto, will be 3pm, with the Rosary 

Procession afterwards. As Bishop of Motherwell I will lead the Liturgy along 
with my fellow bishops and priests. I look forward to you joining us for this 
special day.  

Please advertise the National Pilgrimage in your own parishes and media, 
and I look forward to welcoming all who come to give thanks to God for the 
graces received at and through the Grotto and to seek the continued 

intercession of Our Lady and St Bernadette in our many needs at this time. 

With my prayers and best wishes, Yours in Christ, Bishop Joseph Toal 
The Beginning Experience 

The Beginning Experience are holding a weekend for those who find 
themselves suffering bereavement through divorce, separation or widowhood. 
The weekend will take place from 30th September – 2nd October 2022 at th 

Conforti Centre, Coatbridge. For detailscontact: Catherine on 0131 6653383 
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or e-mail: beginningexperiencescotland@hotmail.com. Completed 
applications must be returned by 16th September 2022.  
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